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the sum advanced and paid into our treasury, we must also for the pre-
sent suspend our judgment respecting the money sent to the Berar army,
without approving it in the least degree or proceeding to censure our
Governor General for this transaction.

131. You acted very properly in reverting to the original grant
to Captain Macgowan13, as entered on your proceedings ol the i6th
February 1778 and finally settled the 5th of March -following, and in which
we observe your Board was unanimous, and you will take effectual care
that no future imposition of toll be levied upon any part of the Company's
investment, at any place whatever, except [where] the evident and
immediate savings or advantages shall exceed all payments to be made
on that account by the Company.

. We observe that the whole amount of Captain Macgowan's
receipts, at the time of the revocation of his additional privilege, had been
only 1,135 rupees, and therefore no great inconvenience could have been
sustained, either by individuals or by the Company on that account,
before the additional grant was annulled. But by a letter from our Board
of Trade, entered on your proceedings of the i8th of September 1780,
we find the amount of Captain Macgowan's demand on the Board of
Trade for toll amounted to current rupees 24,888 per annum. As you
left it to the Board of Trade to decide upon Captain Macgowan's claim as
they might think proper, and as the Board of Trade were convinced that
no present advantage could arise, either from safety or expedition nor even
a probability of it in future, we concur in their opinion that Captain
Macgowan could not be justly entitled to toll upon goods passing the
Gossimbuzar River, until he had improved the navigation and rendered
it in some degree adequate to the expense to be incurred by payment of
the toll which he had demanded, and therefore direct that no charge
he incurred by the Company on that account.
133.    In addition to the orders contained in the Court's letter of the
i5th December 1775, prohibiting the receipt of money from our Board
of Trade as an impost or duty levied on goods which compose the Com-
pany's investment, we now direct that no fee of office be taken by any
Collector of Government Customs, lest its operation should counteract
the abovementioned prohibition and prove in effect a tax under another
denomination upon our investment, nor must any duty be levied upon
the Company in their commercial capacity upon ophium, or upon any
article of investment, which may occasion an apparent increase of customs
or of revenue, and prove a diminution of the profits arising upon their
investment or commerce.
134.    Your care to prevent the provinces from being drained of specie
was very commendable.   We approve the regulations formed by you for
that purpose and shall endeavour to add such others as may still appear
necessary by a future opportunity.
t
135.    In order to prevent, so far as in us lies, inconvenience to our